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ARTEMIS FOWL,  
Eion Colfer 

Twelve-year-old criminal mastermind Artemis Fowl, heir to the Fowl family empire and 
centuries-old legacy of scams and underworld machinations, decides to uncover the 
secret treasure of the Fairy People by stealing one of their magical books, decoding it 
with his computer, kidnapping leprechaun Holly Short, and taking on the entire forces 
of the fairy kingdom. 

 

WHERE THE RED FERN 
GROWS,  

Wilson Rawls 

First published in 1961, a modern-day classic for children follows the friendship between 
a boy and his two dogs as they search out adventure along the dark hills and river 
bottoms of Cherokee country. 

 

JENNIFER MURDLEY'S 
TOAD,  

Bruce Coville 

``If Jennifer Murdley hadn't been forced to wear her brother's underpants to school, the 
whole thing might never have happened.'' Readers will find this latest escapade featuring 
Mr. S. H. Elives and his quirky magic-shop endlessly funny. Painfully aware that she's 
plain, fourth-grade Jennifer endures underwear taunts all day before bolting from pretty, 
obnoxious Sharra Moncrieffe and friends into Elives's odd little store. The creature she 
buys there turns out to be a no-nonsense talking toad (Bufo) who does Bogie imitations 
and puts Sharra in her place. Chaos ensues. How Jennifer has the chance to become 
even prettier than Sharra and how a series of shape-changing spells are broken adds up 
to a roller-coaster ride of a story, full of humor and even wisdom. Coville's motley siblings, 
rivals, friends, and braggadocio Bufo all come alive in delicious banter and turns of 
phrase (a few gross ones, too). The author weaves in Jennifer's yearning to be beautiful 
from the first, ensuring that readers will identify with her anguished decision when she 
finally comes face to face with what she longs to be. An unusually felicitous blend of 
lighthearted wit and imaginative plotting. 

 

MY SIDE OF THE 
MOUNTAIN,  

Jean Craighead George 

 
 
A young boy relates his adventures during the year he spends living 
alone in the Catskill Mountains including his struggle for survival, his 
dependence on nature, his animal friends, and his ultimate realization 
that he needs human companionship.  
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A WRINKLE IN TIME, 
 Madeleine L'Engle 

Meg Murry, her brother Charles, and their friend Calvin, embark on a journey through 
space and time, assisted by three otherworldly women, when they set out to find Meg's 
father, a physicist who disappeared while experimenting with time travel. 
 

 

CASTLE IN THE ATTIC,  
Elizabeth Winthrop 

 
 
 
A gift of a toy castle, complete with a silver knight, introduces William 
to an adventure involving magic and a personal quest.  Prequel to “A 
Battle for the Castle”.  

 

RULES,  
Cynthia Lord 

"No toys in the fish tank" is one of many rules that 12-year-old Catherine shares with 
her autistic younger brother, David, to help him understand his world. Lots of the rules 
are practical. Others are more subtle and shed light on issues in Catherine's own life. 
Torn between love for her brother and impatience with the responsibilities and 
embarrassment he brings, she strives to be on her parents' radar and to establish an 
identity of her own. At her brother's clinic, Catherine befriends a wheelchair-bound 
boy, Jason, who talks by pointing at word cards in a communication notebook. Her 
drawing skills and additional vocabulary cards-including "whatever" (which prompts 
Jason to roll his eyes at his mother)-enliven his speech. The details of autistic behavior 
are handled well, as are depictions of relationships: Catherine experiences some of the 
same unease with Jason that others do in the presence of her brother. In the end, 
Jason helps Catherine see that her rules may really be excuses, opening the way for her 
to look at things differently. 

 

DOLL BONES,  
Holly Black 

Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long 
enjoyed acting out imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a 
real-life quest to Ohio to bury a doll made from the ashes of a dead girl. 
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BORROWERS,  
Mary Norton 

 
 
 
Miniature people who live in an old country house by borrowing things 
from the humans are forced to emigrate from their home under the 
clock.  

 

ISLAND OF THE BLUE 
DOLPHINS,  
Scott O'Dell 

 
 
 
A young Indian girl learns the art of survival when she is stranded on an 
isolated Pacific island.  

 

THE GIRL WHO COULD 
FLY,  

Victoria Forester 

With homespun charm, Forester focuses on the extraordinary Piper McCloud, daughter 
of an elderly couple who worry that revealing her gift of flight will put her in danger-
with good reason. After Piper's first attempt to play baseball at a Fourth of July 
celebration results in a spectacular exhibit of her unique talent, Letitia Hellion's 
helicopter and black sedans show up to whisk her to a special school. At I.N.S.A.N.E., 
the Institute of Normalcy, Stability And Non Exceptionality, Letitia introduces Piper to 
classmates with equally unusual talents. The facility harbors many secrets, some 
unpleasant, many horrifying and none more unusual than genius Conrad Harrington III, 
rejected son of a powerful politician. Plucky Piper faces nearly insurmountable odds 
and must keep her innate sense of right and wrong focused through her trials. This 
fantasy has an air of reality, maintained by the aw-shucks flavor of the dialogue and its 
determined, good-as-gold heroine. Hints of a sequel appear after the tidy ending of this 
X-Men-like superhero take on the world. 

 

RIDING FREEDOM,  
Pam Munoz Ryan 

A fictionalized account of Charley (Charlotte) Parkhurst who ran away from an 
orphanage, posed as a boy, moved to California, and fooled everyone by her 
appearance 
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